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To judge of the cultivation and development of the art of "waraqat,
one has only to imagine those public, private and royal libraries and the
immence number of books scattered in mosques, madrasahs, khanqahs,
serais, hspitals, and royal palaces, throughout the length and breadth of
the Islamic Empire. I think no people have ever written, copied and col-
lected so many books as the Muslims did during their halcyon days".
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